
  

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 27th March 2022 

THEME:THE PRODIGAL IN ME . 

INTRODUCTION 

 “Father I have sinned against heaven and before you” so 

said the Prodigal Son in today’s Gospel .At the start of this 

Eucharist we are ALL invited to call to mind our sins, which 

means we are invited to make our own words and the 

sentiments of the PRODIGAL SON.(PAUSE).  

A clear theme runs through all three scripture readings today: 

GOD’s MERCY TO ME A SINNER.  

CENTER 

 Today’s parable of the Prodigal Son is probably best known 

and best loved of all Jesus’ parables. 

HOME COMING 

The parable of the PRODIGAL SON GOSPEL, TODAY, 

reminds me of the home-coming. --- His shame//- is also left 

behind. His years of wandering is over .( THERE IS A LOT OF 

WANDERING GOING ON WITHIN MY LIFE.-- THERE IS A BIT OF 

THE PRODIGAL IN ALL OF US ) . His years of wandering are over 

and he returns home to a warm welcome, --- and a great feast. 

--A NEW AND BRIGHT FUTURE LIES AHEAD OF HIM.  



JESUS TOLD THE PARABLE IN RESPONSE TO THE CRITICISM 

OF THE PHARISEES THAT HE WAS TOO LENIENT TOWARDS 

SINNERS. --- THEY WERE MEANT TO SEE THEMSELVES IN THE 

OLDER SON. --- FOR LUKE, THE ‘PHARISEES are righteous 

CHRISTIANS FOR WHOM GOD’S MERCY TO SINNERS  IS UNFAIR 

AND SCANDALOUS , ( A CONTRADICTION I N TERMS.) The 

Pharisees feel the older son got a raw deal. The younger son 

should have been punished. He should have been taught a 

lesson and taken to the wood shed.  

The younger brother was determined to have his fling. He 

set out for a city where appetites of every type could be 

satisfied .Everything he desired was for sale. But when his 

money ran out, the bright lights faded,---- and all doors were 

closed against him.--- He began to feel sorry for himself. ---- 

“I WILL GO BACK TO MY FATHER AND TELL HIM, --- I AM 

SORRY “. IT WAS A BRAVE DECISION. --- IT TOOK A LOT OF 

COURAGE TO CARRY IT OUT.”SOMETIMES IT IS NOT EASY TO 

SAY SORRY TO ONE ANOTHER EVEN ON SMALL ISSUES OF LIFE. 

The journey back for him was sad --- lonely –and A fearful 

one. It is easy to come back home when you are a hero laden 

with trophies and glory. 

But the prodigal son had no trophies to show his father, no 

achievements with which to earn his father’s praise --- his 

welcome--- and his love. He was coming home empty handed. -



--Worse STILL he was coming home laden with shame and 

disgrace.  

Everything was out of his hands at this stage. Suppose his 

father would not accept him back--- must have run through his 

mind. What would he do then? He deserved to be punished, 

and he knew it,--- and even asked for it.--- Yet punishment was 

the last thing he needed.--- In any case he had already been 

punished.---THAT IS THE NATURE OF SIN ---IT ALWAYS  BRINGS 

ITS OWN PUNISHMENT .  

 He did not have a good time. --- Maybe he did have 

pleasure,--- but he certainly had no joy.--- He had suffered a 

lot:--- HUNGER --- LONELINESS ---DEGRADITION of soul --- the 

pain of remorse --- the sense of betrayal. Each sin, like any of 

my own sin, brings sure,---swift penalty along with it . To sin is 

to suffer, --- including myself.--- He did not need more 

punishment. SIN ALWAYS BRINGS ITS OWN PUNISHMENT. --- 

CONCLUSION 

 The father did not only accept him back. He welcomed him 

back .All is FORGIVEN. MISERY/… MET/… MERCY .  

NOW IT IS MY TURN!! 

AMEN                  


