THE BAPTISM OF JESUS BY JOHN THE BAPTIST
Matthew 3: 1-17
In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, "Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand." For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he
said, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight." Now John wore a garment of camel's hair, and a leather girdle around his waist; and
his food was locusts and wild honey. Then went out to him Jerusalem and all Judea and all the
region about the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins.
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them,
"You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit that befits
repentance, and do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father'; for I
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is laid
to the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.
"I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I,
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into
the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have
prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" But Jesus
answered him, "Let it be so now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness." Then he
consented. And when Jesus was baptized, he went up immediately from the water, and behold,
the heavens were opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and alighting on
him; and lo, a voice from heaven, saying, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased."

JESUS INSTRUCTS NICODEMUS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF BAPTISM

John 3: 1-6
Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came
to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God; for
no one can do these signs that you do, unless God is with him." Jesus answered him, "Truly,
truly, I say to you, unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God." Nicodemus said
to him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's
womb and be born?" Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

THE MISSION TO BAPTIZE ALL NATIONS

Matthew 28: 16-20
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
And when they saw him they worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to
them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always,
to the close of the age."

PETER BAPTIZES THREE THOUSAND ISRAELITES IN JERUSALEM

Acts of the Apostles, 2:38-40
And Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise
is to you and to your children and to all that are far off, every one whom the Lord our God calls
to him." And he testified with many other words and exhorted them, saying, "Save yourselves
from this crooked generation." So those who received his word were baptized, and there were
added that day about three thousand souls. And they devoted themselves to the apostles'
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

A CALL TO ALL BAPTIZED TO BE GOD’’S PEOPLE, A HOLY PRIESTHOOD

1 Peter 2:1-9
So put away all malice and all guile and insincerity and envy and all slander. Like newborn
babes, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation; for you have
tasted the kindness of the Lord.
Come to him, to that living stone, rejected by men but in God's sight chosen and precious; and
like living stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: "Behold, I
am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and he who believes in him will
not be put to shame." To you therefore who believe, he is precious, but for those who do not
believe, "The very stone which the builders rejected has become the head of the corner," and
"A stone that will make men stumble, a rock that will make them fall"; for they stumble
because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, * that you may
declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
10* Once you were no people but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy
but now you have received mercy.

BAPTISM MAKES US ALL PART OF THE MYSTICAL BODY OF CHRIST

1 Corinthians 12: 12-13
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

THROUGH JESUS WE ARE ADOPTED SONS OF GOD AND HEIRS TO HEAVEN

Galatians 4: 1-7
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no better than a slave, though he is the
owner of all the estate; but he is under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father.
So with us; when we were children, we were slaves to the elemental spirits of the universe. But
when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"
So through God you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then an heir.

